The Search of Klock Ryder

The Times Record
Troy, New York
Thursday, October 11, 1958

Klock W. Ryder, Retired Actor Dies at Residence

Klock W. Ryder of 534 2nd Ave., a retired actor of radio and stage and a commercial photographer,
died at his residence yesterday after a lengthy illness.

Mr. Ryder was born in Coldwater, Mich., and spent many years in Detroit and Chicago acting on
Stage, in radio plays and television. He also resided and acted in New York City and had a character part
in "State of the Union." He was also interested in commercial photography in the midwest. He had
resided in Troy for three years.

He is survived by his wife, the former Marguerite Dow. The funeral will be Saturday at Wolcott and
interment will be in Glenside Cemetery there.

| found the above obituary of Klock W. Ryder in the Times Record, of Troy, New York. | did not have
a Klock Ryder on my family tree. Was this his stage name? Not a lot of information from the obituary
to goon. No birth date, names of parents just a name and death date. The Sherman O. Klock
Genealogy had a Gardner Ryder who married Nancy A. Klock and they lived in Coldwater, Michigan,
could this be the parents of Klock Ryder?

According to 1860 Census Records, Gardner Ryder resided in Lyme, Jefferson, New York. In 1870
Census he is found living in Coldwater Ward 3, Branch County, Michigan, age 29, living in a boarding
house, listed as a Stationer. In 1880 we find him listed as a Book Dealer and married to Nancy A. Ryder
(Klock). They are listed with two children. Louisa Rider (7) and an Unnamed Rider 1 month old. No
census in 1890 so we go to the 1900 Census. In this Coldwater, Branch, Michigan census, Gardner (59)
and Nancy (53)are listed with Joseph E. Ryder who is 20 and Gardner W. Ryder, age 15. On my tree | had
Louisa Marie Ryder as died in May 04, 1888, so she would not have been listed on the 1900 census.
Nancy is listed on this census records as having three children, with 2 living. In the 1910 Coldwater
census, Gardner is listed as 69. In this census it looks like Gardner is widowed. His son Walter G. Ryder
26 and Walters wife 25 Lillian S. is living with him. Still no Klock Ryder. Where is Joseph? He is living in
Chicago with his wife, Celestia. World War | Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918 has Gardner Walter
Ryder as born November 16, 1884. In the 1930 Census for Columbus, Franklin, Ohio we find Gardner W.
Ryder, now 45, living with his wife Marguerite Ryder 48.

Census records were not much help to confirm that Klock Ryder was the son of Gardner and Nancy
Klock Ryder. There was several Riders’ living in Coldwater at that time. | could not find a Klock Ryder in
any census and the census records for Gardner and Nancy Klock, did not list a Klock Ryder. A trip to
Coldwater Library would be the only way to solve this mystery. David Renshaw in the Holbrook
Heritage Room at the Branch District Library in Coldwater was a great help; we found a lot of
information including the obituaries of Gardner and Nancy Ryder. GW Gardner was born Oct. 18, 1840
in New York and died July 22, 1912 in Coldwater, Michigan. He was loading furniture into a freight car
and fell dead from a heart attack. He was 73 years of age. He had been a resident of Coldwater for
several years and ran a book, stationary, and picture store. Later he engaged in upholstering furniture
repair business. He married Nancy A. Klock, the daughter of Jeremiah Klock (Henry G., George |.,
Johannes, Han Henrich and Hendrick Klock) and Jane A Dayan. Nancy was born January 01, 1846 and



died October 04, 1940 at the age of 94. Gardner went by the name of George, Gardner, Walter and
G.W. Ryder. G.W. and Nancy had three children; Nina Lulu Ryder, Joseph E. Ryder and Gardner Walter
Ryder. Nina was born April 18, 1873 and died at the age of 15. G.W., Nancy and Nina are buried in Oak
Grove Cemetery in Coldwater.

Joseph married Celestia Anderson and Gardner married Estella Anderson. A small announcement in
the Coldwater Courier on Sept. 2, 1904, page 3, “Walter Ryder and Estella Anderson went to Chicago
Wednesday to join the Flora DeVoss Theatrical Co. #2. Mr. Ryder will act in the same role as last season,
while Miss Anderson goes as a “character lady”.” Several members of the Ryder family were in the
Entertainment Business. From an article that was in the Coldwater Daily Reporter on Sept 23, 1908.
“Ryders Busted” This article tells of how the Walter and Edward Ryder Stock Company started out from
Coldwater with $10.00, went broke. There were 14 members of this stock company. “The final blow
came Saturday night when Walter Ryder lost a $50.00 Bill, almost the entire receipts for a night’s
engagements at Montague, Mich. The company was driving to Muskegon and he was fondly looking at
the money when it flitted away in the breeze and could not be found, although the company searched
three hours for it.”

The company disbanded after the lost but Walter claimed it was not the lost of the money that
caused the company to break up, that they had decided to disband earlier because they had failed to
draw many crowded houses. Walter then went to Chicago where he already had a good position. He
would state another venture when the fall campaign was over.

From the articles in the Coldwater newspaper we can conclude that Klock Ryder was a stage name for
Gardner Walter Ryder. His marriage to Estella Anderson ended in divorce and he later married
Marguerite Dow. Joseph Ryder was born May 05, 1880 and died January 23, 1956 in Chicago, IlI.
Celestia died in Troy, New York on November 28, 1971 at the age of 88. Both are buried in Oak Grove
Cemetery in Coldwater. I still have a few more questions. Was Estella and Celestia sisters? To get
answer to that questions will require another trip to Coldwater. While there | will see what | can find on
Jacob G. Klock who was born in New York in 1821. He married Lucretia Klock born in 1823. They are
also buried in Oak Grove Cemetery. | find no record of any children born to the Ryder Brothers. Below
are newspaper clipping and obituaries.

Note: The series of Hermits Cave was first heard over WJR radio in Detroit, Ml beginning about 1935. It
was syndicated on disc. The old hermit was played over the years by John Kent, Charles Penman, Toby
Grimmer, Klock Ryder and Mel Johnson. Most of the cast members belonged to "The Mummers," a
Detroit radio acting group. Two particular voices, Paul Hughes and Rollon Parker, were known to
millions who listened to The Green Hornet and The Lone Ranger.
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Note: The obituary of Nancy

: Ann Ryder has her maiden

: name as Clark. This is an error.
Her maiden name was Klock.
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Coldwater Courier
September 2, 1904
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